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burghers’  totals  rose rapidly with the establishment of a second settlement  in Stellenbosch, even 
surpassing  those of  the Company’s employ  in 1692.24    As  a  consequence, ownership of enslaved 
labour was widespread,  as R.L. Watson(1990)  in The    Slave Question noted,  ‘By 1795  there were 
16,839 enslaved people in the colony, around 16,200 of them privately owned; the remaining 600 











































































































When  the  Dutch  were  forced  to  give  up  control  of  the  Cape  the  use  of  enslaved 
people continued and the enslaved position was expressed by Watson (2012), ‘By 1795 there were 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 1 Early painting of Koopmans de Wet house:  





















































Figure 2 Greenmarket Square August 1762 - Johannes Rach, (Source: Fehr, William, The Old Town 






































































































































































































































































































































Figure 4 St John’s Church, built 1833 – 39 Figure 5 Jameah Masjid, Bo-Kaap, built 1846 -48 
Source: Lewcock, Ronald, Nineteenth Century  
Architecture in South Africa, p.258 
                                                            
83  Public lecture by Dr Hans Fransen for the Muizenberg Historical  Society, 10/03/2011. 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 6 Kramat of Sayed Abduraghmann Motura, 

























Figure 7 Kramat of Sheikh Yusuf, 























Figure 8 Kramat of Sheikh Abduraman Matebe Shah,  





















Figure 9 Kramat of Sayed Mahmud, 























Figure 10 Kramat of Sheikh Nooral Mubeen, 




























Figure 11 Kramat of Sheikh Mohamed Hassen Ghaibie Shah,  





















Figure 12 Kramat of Tuan Guru, 



















Figure 13 Kramat of Tuan Sayeed Alawie, 
























Figure 14 Kramat of Sayed Abdul Malik, 
































































































































































































a silver head’, a Tonga or Tonka.17 Bradlow  concluded  that  the only  staff  that matched  this 
description was  that  in  the Dorp  Street Masjid.’18 






















Afrikaans)  are  today  registered  in  the  names of  descendants of  the  same  family.25 As  early  as 
1841, Saartjie had made provision in her will for one of the erven to be used as a masjid,26 as ‘long as 









Bradlow, Cairns  found, on examination of  a  valuation  roll  card,  that  in  1942  there was  a 
‘house/mosque’ structure, ‘two rooms and a minaret’ on 39 Dorp Street.32 She found too that in the 
late  1920s  and  early  1930s  that  41 Dorp  Street  (immediately  next  door)  had  deteriorated badly, 
substantiating the 1928 findings. Plans from 1939 and 1943 show that provisions were made for the 



















































Figures 2 and 3 ‐ Sections of the wall of the Salesian Institute for Sailors and the surrounding wall of 
the Protea Hotel. Both in Somerset Road, west of Bo‐Kaap. 
Shortly before Tuan Guru’s death he predicted that worshippers would cede from the Auwal 
Masjid and  start  their own. He had also  forecast  a problem with  Jan van Boughies, who had 
designs on succeeding him. 
  

























Figure 7 Interior with different column structure Figure 8 Section showing original 
construction 
  
Figure 9 Mihrab/minbar Figure 10 Detail of minbar 
The interior it is a functional space with two column types, square and octagonal (Figure 7), 







with  its  position  being  the  corrected  qibla  direction.  This  makes  the  safs  (lines  woven  into  the 
118 
carpet) run skew.40 The location of the earlier mihrab has been obscured and was not located. The 
minbar  is  adjacent  to  the mihrab  and  both  are  within  a  pointed,  wooden  Indonesian‐type  in  a 
pointed arch structure  in  the northern corner.  It  is  the first  instance of  Indonesian  influence  in a 



























Figure 12 Masjid from the street Figure 13 Entrance is in the shadows in previous photograph 
The building displays no distinct masjid features; and it continues to have the dual functions as 




































Figure 17 Nurul Islam Masjid in its surroundings 

















Figure 18 Street façade (2010)   Figure 19 External façade (2010) 
  








The street  façade  fronts  the caretaker’s accommodation;  it  is extremely difficult  to  see  the 
actual masjid from the street as it is recessed quite far back and only a very small section is visible 
through a wrought‐iron padlocked gate, which leads up an alley into a small courtyard (Figures 18 














Figure 22 Showing the original dome in the front and the 




Figure 23 Mihrab and minbar (2014) Figure 24 The masjid’s original entrance 
  













 Figure 27 Yussufia Masjid in its surroundings 
The Yusuffia Masjid was established in 1838 in Wynberg which was strategically placed 
between  the  settlement  and  Simon’s  Bay,  the Dutch winter  anchorage,  established  in  1743.  The 
roads were gravel and stone, and as these were often used, wagons frequently needed repair and 
Muslims were well  known  repairers  of wagons.   The masjid may  have  been  named  after  Sheikh 
Yusuf, as proposed by a worshipper.52 In 1659, van Riebeck described in his dagboek (journal) the 
first pressing of wine on the farm he had established in the area: “Today, glory to God, wine was 
pressed  for  the  first  time  and  the  new must  fresh  from  the  tub was  tasted”.53 Enslaved Muslim 
labour  was  working  on  the  wine  farms  in  the  area  which  included Wynberg  (wine  mountain  in 
Afrikaans), suggesting that these Muslims would be in need of a masjid. “Some farms were worked 

















Figure 28 List of residents in the Wynberg area, 1830 






































Figure 31 Mihrab/minbar Figure 32 Interior 















































































Figure 35   Proposed masjid plans 27/02/2012. All plans were pinned to the wall in the foyer of the 
masjid so that all could see what was proposed and attached was a polite request for donations. 
 
Figure 36 As above 
 












































Figure 42 Church from the parking 
INTERNAL FEATURES 
  




















































absconded and made their way to Uitenhage. The number  is vague (it  is not known if  there were 



























































Figure 45 Photograph of original masjid Figure 46 Plaque on the wall of the masjid 
  
Figure 47 Façade of masjid 13/01/2011. 
The Uitenhage Masjid is unrecognisable today compared with photographs of its early 
structure. (Figures 45 and 47). The original building in the late 1840s was built of clay and stone and 








Figure 48 Mihrab and minbar Figure 49 Interior north wall 
To accommodate the correct Mecca orientation,96  the saf lines in the carpet face the correct 
qibla direction. The mihrab and minbar are combined within one structure (Figure 48).  In order to 


















Figure 51 Exterior Figure 52 Qibla protuberance 
  









Thursdays for Arabic classes and some of  its other activities are rotated with other masjids  in  the 





Figure 54 Claremont Main Road Masjid in its surroundings 
What is now known is that Claremont had a significant water course running through it, and 
had been  an  agricultural  settlement  producing wine  and  grain  from  1657 when  van  Riebeck 
granted farms to nine colonists who mainly used enslaved Muslim labour. After the colony had 

















building, which cannot be  revoked or  sold.  At  the  time of  the development of  the masjid, many 
Muslims who frequented the masjid lived in the area as they provided the required labour needed in 


















Movement  (CMYM) were  invited  to  deliver  a  few  sermons,  one  of whom, Gasan  Solomon, who 
later became a member of the first democratically‐elected South African parliament.105  It was also at 















































Figure 58 Original mihrab Figure 59 Present qibla position Figure 60 Similar fenestration as 
contemporary churches 
On  entering,  a  clear  glass  covered  passage  to  allow  light  in  runs  the  length  of  the masjid, 
clearly  distinguished  as  an  infill  between  the masjid  and  the  building  alongside.  It  separates  the 
wudu area  from  the offices.  The original mihrab has  a  formalised  façade  surrounding  its  shallow 
concave  niche  (Figure  58).  Two  side  pilasters  stand  proud,  supporting  a  prominent  Cape  Dutch 
curvilinear  gabled  pediment  (described  in  Chapter  2,  pp  64‐67).  This  illustrates  a  strong  Dutch 
influence, showing that masjids reflect acquired influences of the various regimes at the Cape. The 






















































Figure 65 Mihrab/minbar Figure 66 Upstairs overflow 
The  back  of  the masjid  has  been  covered  so  that  the  outdoor  space  becomes  a  further 





















role  as  trustee,  took  transfer  of  the  piece  of  land  on  the  corner  of  Helliger  Lane  and  Chiappini 









































Figure 72 Mihrab/minbar Figure 73 Side elevation of mihrab/minbar 
153 
  
Figure 74 Original mihrab Figure 75 Front elevation of original mihrab 
  





































Figure 79 Masjid in corner position Figure 80 Side elevation 
  
































Figure 83 Mihrab and minbar Figure 84 Mihrab detail Figure 85 Minbar detail 
157 
It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  correct  direction  of  the mihrab as  three  arched  recesses  are 
visible.  The  one  nearest  the minbar  is  bricked  up  (Figure  83).  The  one  furthest  from  the minbar 
appears to have books in it. The safs in the carpet indicate the correct qibla direction along with the 
prayer mat between the bricked up niche and the minbar. One mihrab niche that appears to be the 



















the  personality  of  his  father.  A  group  under  Hadjie  Abdol  Kaliel  established  their  own masjid  in 
1884.128  It was originally called the Pilgrim Mosque after Carl Pilgrim, reputed to be the first person 
from the Cape Colony to go on hajj ‐ probably after the final abolition of slavery in South Africa in 




Figure 87 Side view of the masjid Figure 88 Front façade Figure 89 Entrance 
The full façade is not shown to its best advantage because of its siting in a very narrow street. 














Figure 90 Mihrab/minbar and original mihrab Figure 91 Mihrab/minbar 
 
 










In  1822  Landdrost  Fisher  of  Tulbagh  was  sent  by  Lord  Charles  Somerset,  Governor  of  the 
Colony 1814–1826, to buy a site. He bought the farms of Lange Rug and Roose Draai from the du 
Toit  brothers.131   This  area  is  known  to be one of  the  earliest wine  growing areas.  The  town was 
named after Lord Charles’s brother, the Marquis of Worcester. Travellers between 1877 and 1885 
en route to Kimberley often spent the night in Worcester. Barney Barnardo and Cecil John Rhodes 





































Figure 96 Nurul Mohammedia Masjid in its surroundings 
 
Figures 97, 98, 99 – Archival plans (?14/01/1897) that were not executed,  





































Figure 100 Plan of the masjid: Source Amien Paleker – architect, Cape Town 
  








































Figure 105 Al Azhar Masjid in its surroundings, showing the 







































Figure 106 Masjid approach Figure 107 Front façade 
 
 



























































































’wagon‐king’  John du Plessis, employed enslaved  labour. As Green  (1957)  states,  ‘In a  good year, 
Paarl would produce  three  thousand wagons  and  carts’.151  There were many Muslim wagoneers, 




Figure 113 Street façade Figure 114 Entrance and minaret 
  

































tier  then  rises  to  just  above  roof  level,  to  be  topped  by  a  balustrade  balcony.  The  next  tier  is  a 



















Figure 118 Ground plan 
Source: Amien Paleker – architect, Cape Town 
EXTERNAL FEATURES 
  











Figure 121 Interior and extension (2010) Figure 122 Mihrab and minbar (2010) 
  



















































































Figures 131 to 133 Show the changes to the masjid between 1891 and 2011  





















































































































































Figure 2 - Entrance Figure 3 - Amalgamated buildings 
  
















































Figure 2 Old and new mihrabs Figure 3 Detail of original Figure 4 Solution for qibla 
change 
  



































































































Figure 13 Model of Figure 14 Masjid entrance Figure 15 Minaret 




























Figure 16 Mihrab and minbar Figure 17 Closed doors of Figure 18 Overflow  
















































































Figure 24 Mihrab/minbar 2010 Figure 25 Mihrab/minbar 2012 
  












































































Figure 30 2010 - With unfinished kramat Figure 31 Part of internal road 
  



































Figure 33 Mihrab and minbar Figure 34 Dome 
  
Figure 35 Cupola on the front of the upstairs/women’s section, 


















































Figure 37 Prior to 1966 Figure 38 Masjid 1987 Figure 39 Masjid 2007 









Figure 40 Northern facade Figure 41 Another aspect as it is today Figure 42 Showing the 






















Figure 43 Mihrab and minbar Figure 44 Interior and overflow 
             
 



































Figure 48 Eastern elevation Figure 49 Masjid with incorporated house next door. 
  















































































Figure 56 1890 Watercolour in imam’s office Figure 57 Eastern façade 
 
  
Figure 58 Part of eastern façade Figure 59 Minaret 
  


































Figure 63 Mihrab and minbar Figure 64 Interior 
  
































































Figure 68 - Ground floor plan of existing masjid, 
Source: Amien Paleker – Architect, Cape Town 
EXTERNAL FEATURES 
  
Figure 69 Steps up to masjid  Figure 70 Showing the three sections of the masjid 
in Alfred Lane 
  

















Figure 73 Mihrab and minbar Figure 74 Side aspect of Figure 75 Minbar with  










































Figure 77 Plan showing proposed renovation,  
Source: Seen in the masjid 
EXTERNAL FEATURES 
  





















Figure 81 Mihrab and minbar Figure 82 Upstairs overflow Figure 83 Window shape




























































Figure 88 Minbar Figure 89 Original mihrab, now glassed in 
  
Figure 90 Prayer mat  Figure 91 Staircase to overflow above  















Figure 92 Azzavia Masjid in its surroundings 
The land for the Azzavia Masjid was obtained in 1919, and construction started the next year, 
with the first Jum’ah salat performed in 1922.78 The masjid is approximately 1.5 km east of both the 








































Figures 96 and 97 Showing the three mihrabs Figure 98 Interior of dome 
  













































Figure 102 Building in progress 1970 Figure 103 Building complete 1970 
Source: Photographs in the imam’s office  
Present Photographs 
  






















Figure 106 Interior with Figure 107- Dome interior and overflow section  



































Figure 109 Masjid from across the road   Figure 110 Entrance Figure 111 Dedication to Hajee 



































































































Figure 121 Original mihrab on the right Figure 122 interior 
  















































Figure 126 Photo of the original Figure 127 Masjidus Salaam today  
Masjidus Salaam (1930s) 
  











































Figure 136 Masjidus Sunnie in its surroundings 
Crawford is a suburb in the Cape Flats, ten kilometres east of the city centre with Thornton 
Road  its main  road,  and  is  surrounded by  the  suburbs  of  Lansdowne,  Rondebosch  East,  Athlone, 
Rylands and Belgravia. Apartheid activists lived in the suburb, and Nelson Mandela delivered a speech 










































































Figures 149 - 152 Photographs of the original masjid. 
  
Figures 153 and154 - Models of proposed masjid, not executed 
 





Figure 155 Road façade from the corner to the 
apex of the triangle with caretaker’s house 
  




































     





















































Figure 163 Original painting Figure 164 Ahmedi Masjid as it appears today  









Figure 165 Badshahi Masjid - Lahore  




































Figure 166 Mihrab and minbar position Figure 167 Panel motif ‘Bungong’ used in Aceh 








   
 
Figure 168 Glass roof connecting  Figure 169 – Many armed glass chandelier 





























































Figure 173 Mihrab/ minbar Figure 174 Side view of mihrab/ minbar 
  

































Figure 177 Street elevation and entrance  Figure 178 Gate to masjid, entrance on the left 
behind white delivery van  
  

















Figure 180 Interior Figure 181 Overflow section 
  





























Figure 185 Durul Islam Masjid in its surroundings 














The  entrance  is  from  a  small  side  bricked addition with  a  green  tiled  angled  roof, which 
contrasts with the pink plastered façade (Figure 184).  The prominent external qibla projection on the 
north wall has small, ascending, rectilinear, narrow brick‐coloured indentations on the bulge (Figure 




Figure 188 Mihrab/minbar Figure 189 Plaque on the wall 
The mihrab/minbar is the combination of two arches. The mihrab niche has a prayer mat within 














































Figure 197 Fenestration Figure 198 Upstairs overflow 
  











































Figure 203 Northern masjid aspect Figure 204 Minaret 
  




































Figure 208 Masjid from across the road Figure 209 Qibla projection on north wall 
 
  





















Figure 213 Mihrab/ minbar Figure 214 Mihrab detail Figure 215 Overflow section 
 
  































Figure 219 Prominent minaret Figure 220 Entrance Figure 221 Detail of minaret 
INTERNAL FEATURES 
  
































Figure 228 Position of mihrab/minbar Figure 229 Mihrab/minbar combination 
  


































































































Figure 1 Masjid al Munowara in its surroundings 
EXTERNAL FEATURES   
      


















































































        
Figure 12 Masjid as it appears today  Figure 13 Photograph in the imam’s office with no date  
 





































































































































Figure 24 Aerial photograph of Figure 25 Model of  Masjidul-Quds  
model of Masjidul-Quds 
             
Figure 26 Entrance     Figure 27 Masjid from the parking  Figure 28 Left aspect of masjid    
      
Figure 29 Minaret detail,  









































                      







Figure 33 Masjid entrance  Figure 34 Mihrab/minbar detail Figure 35 Interior of masjid dome 
 























































Figure 40 Front façade  
 298 
This masjid could only be photographed externally.  Its materials and mode of construction 





























Figure 41  Masjidus Saabiereen Figure 42 Façade and both entrances   Figure 43 Far entrance detail 
             





















Figure 46 Interior arches   Figure 47  Mihrab/ minbar   Figure 48  Opening within the 
mihrab bringing in light 
         


























































































































2  Personal interview with Achmat Soni, Cape Town, 10/12/2010 














4  Taraweeg Survey 2002, p.106. 
5  Personal conversation with Nasir Jensen, Chairman of the masjid committee, Cape Town, 19/03/2014. 




Figure 2 Main entrance to the masjid Figure 3 Entrance nearest to the minaret 
  




















































































9  Taraweeg Survey 2002, p.164 
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11  Personal conversation with the caretaker of the masjid, Cape Town, 07/02/2011. 
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Figure 16 Plan of masjid 
EXTERNAL FEATURES 
 







































12  www.capetown.gov.za/en/councilonline/ViewWardDetails.aspx 61 ‐86  accessed 14/07/2012. 





































































14  Imam Abdullah Haron was very active during the Apartheid years. 


















16  Same interview with Imam Nazeen Taliep, Crawford, Cape Town, 15/12/2010. 





































19  Personal interview with S.M. Modack, Goodwood, Cape Town, 29/12/2011. 



























































Figure 40 Tile floor in the entrance Figure 41 Original church chandelier 
 
Figure 42 Interior showing qibla orientation Figure 43 Seven stepped minbar 
 

















































































Figure 52 Mihrab/minbar exterior was in place – January 2012 
EXTERNAL FEATURES 2013 
 













































































Figure 57 Approach to masjid Figure 58 Exterior 
 
Figure 59 Male ablutions Figure 60 Female ablutions  
 













Figure 61 Exterior Figure 62 Exterior 
 

















Figure 65 Container being unloaded: Figure 66 Exterior of the converted cargo 
container Source: Dr Yusuf da Costa 
342 
 





































33  www.statssa.gov.za/census2011  Accessed 29/04/2014. 
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